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Ephraim  Frazee  I,  Pioneer 

Ephraim,  born  in  New  Jersey  about 
1700,  was  a  son  or  grandson  of 
Joseph  Ephraim  Frazee.  He  was 
married  three  times  and  was  the 
father  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  child¬ 
ren.  In  1747  he  was  listed  as  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Scotch  Plains.  N.  J. 

From  Ephraim  Frazee’s  Family 
Record: 

Children  by  his  First  (Marriage 

1.  Miriam  to.  1729.  2.  Martha,  b. 
1731.  3.  Ephraim,  to.  1733  d.  1759.  4. 
David,  to.  1737  d.  June  1789.  5.  Rachel 
b.  1739.  6.  Hannah,  b.  1742.  7.  Mary 
b.  1744.  8.  Elizabeth,  b.  1747.  9.  Jere¬ 
miah,  to.  1749. 

Second  Marriage 

10.  Thurman,  b.  1752,  d.  1843.  11. 
Samuel,  to.  1753,  d.  1849.  Married 
Rebecca  Jacobs. 

Third  Marriage 

12.  Anna.  b.  1757.  13.  Deborah,  to. 
1760.  14.  Ephraim,  b.  1762.  15.  Squire 
b.  1764.  16.  Sarah,  to. 1766.  17.  Moses, 
b.  1770.  18.  Aaron,  to.  1770,  d.  1841-42. 

Ephraim  Frazee  I,  or  his  sons  were 
among  the  earliest  white  settlers  in 
Westmoreland  Co..  Pa.,  Preston  Co., 
Va.,  (now  W.  Va.,)  Garrett  Co.,  Md., 
and  Mason  Co.,  Ky. 

Frazees  In  Pennsylvania 

It  appears  that  Ephraim  and  part 
of  his  already  numerous  family  mi¬ 
grated  (from  the  neighborhood  of 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  in  1760,  to 
Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa. 

David  Frazee,  son  of  Ephraim, 
settled  in  Anwell  Township,  but 
when  thirty-two  years  of  age  moved 
to  Virginia;  returning  to  Anwell 
about  1782,  he  died  there  in  1789. 
His  son.  Col.  David  Frazee,  was  bom 
in  Anwell  Township  in  1782,  but 
moved  to  North  Bethlehem  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  purchased  the  Frazee 
homestead  on  Bush  Run.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Catherine  Sutton. 

Frazee’s  In  Virginia 

In  1769  David  Frazee,  son  of  Eph¬ 
raim  I,  and  Jacob  Judy  come  to  the 
Big  Sandy  River,  near  Bruceton. 
They  were  among  the  first  settlers 
in  what  is  now  Preston  County. 
(Preston  County  History.) 

A  Virginia  survey,  dated  April  24, 
1781.  rends  as  follows:  “Surveyed 
for  David  Frazee,  asse  of  John  Cup- 


py,  400  acres  of  land  in  Monongalia 
County,  on  the  Watters  of  Sandy 
Creek,  adjoining  the  lands  of  Thomas 
Cushman.  Including  his  settlement 
made  thereon  in  the  year  1769  agree¬ 
able  to  a  certificate  from  the  Com¬ 
missioners  for  adjusting  the  Claims 
of  Unpatented  lands  in  the  District 
of  Monongalia,  Yohogania  and  Ohio, 
dated  the  16th  day  of  April,  1781 
and  bounded  as  followeth,  to-wit: 

“Beginning  in  Mason  and  Dixon’s 
Line  on  a  run  in  the  Glade  and 
running  thence,”  etc.  The  run  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  survey  and  laid  down 
on  the  plat,  is  marked  as  Snuff  Run 
and  is  the  same  run  that  puts  into 
Little  Sandy  near  the  corner  to  the 
Alpheus  Cuppett  and  Lewis  Teets 
farms. 

In  the  Virginia  census  of  1782 
David  Frazee  was  head  of  a  family 
of  five.  He  was  a  taxpayer  in  what 
is  now  Preston  County  in  1785. 

Ephraim  Frazee  I,  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1775  and  settled  in 
the  same  neighborhood  as  David,  as 
proven  toy  the  following  survey  re¬ 
cord: 

“EphraimiFrazee,  Nov.  21,  1781 — 
343  acres  adjoining  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Cushman,  on  the  waters  of 
Little  Sandy  Creek,  including  his 
actual  settelment  of  1775.” 

About  this  time  Ephraim  “Frazy” 
is  said  to  have  attended  a'  Baptist 
meeting  in  “a  new  place  called 
Sandy  Creek  Glades.”  The  date  of 
his  death  is  given  as  1776.  He  was 
doubtless  buried  on  his  farm  toy  the 
Little  Sandy  or  in  the  nearby  Shady 
Grove  cemetery,  where  some  Frazees 
rest  in  unmarked  graves.  The  names 
of  Ephraims  wives  we  do  not  know: 
they  were  New  Jersey  women  of  long 
ago;  two  of  them  rest  in  their  home 
state,  while  the  last  probably  lies 
among  the  unmarked  graves  on  the 
Little  Sandy. 

Samuel  Frazee,  who  was  bom  Nov. 
5.  1753,  and  died  Nov.  12,  1849,  a  son 
of  Ephraim  I,  served  as  a  scout  for 
General  Lewis  at  the  Battle  of  Point 
Pleasant  in  1774.  Aifter  the  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  In¬ 
dians.  he  settled  In  Monongalia  Co., 
Va.,  where  he  was  listed  in  the  cen¬ 
sus  of  1782,  family  of  seven.  We  sup¬ 
pose  he  took  charge  of  his  father’s 
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new  farm  on  the  Little  Sandy,  since 
he  appears  as  the  main  support  of 
his  step-mother  and  brothers  and 
sisters,  iboth  before  and  after  his 
father’s  death. 

Many  years  later  Samuel  used  to 
tell  of  his  efforts  to  support  the  little 
children  iby  his  gun  and  traps,  mak¬ 
ing  a  yearly  trip  to  some  point,  pro¬ 
bably  Uniontown,  Pa.,  to  sell  peltries 
and  obtain  ammunition.  He  said  he 
often  returned  to  the  cabin  hungry, 
gameless  and  despondent,  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  iby  his  step-mother’s  bless¬ 
ings  and  prayers,  and  nerved  to  re¬ 
newed  efforts  by  seeing  the  heroic 
struggles  of  his  little  brothers  and 
sisters  not  to  complain  of  hunger. 

In  1778  we  find  Samuel  Frazee  in 
Kentucky,  a  companion  of  Boone 
and  Kenton.  He  returned  to  Virginia, 
where,  in  1782,  he  married  Rebecca 
Jacobs  (d.  1837,  age  68).  Returning 
to  Kentucky  with  his  half-brothers, 
Squire,  and  the  twins,  Moses  and 
Aaron,  he  settled  permanently,  1792, 
in  Mason  County;  here  his  numerous 
family  was  prominent  in  pioneer 
and  modern  times. 

Old  Fort  Morris 

This  fort  is  of  interest  to  us  of 
Garrett  County  because  it  was  locat¬ 
ed  in  Virginia  near  our  border,  and 
because  it  served  as  a  refuge  from 
Indians  for  part  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  Blooming  Rose  neighborhood, 
the  others  probably  retreating  to 
the  Friend’s  blockhouses  on  the 
Youghiogheny.  Its  site  is  now  mark¬ 
ed  by  a  monument  which  can  be 
seen  from  the  highway  just  north 
of  Glade  Farms,  Preston  County. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  in 
northern  Preston  was  Richard  Mor¬ 
ris,  for  whom  the  fort  was  named. 
It  was  built  in  1774.  Wiley’s  history 
of  Preston  County  says  of  it: 

“In  1774,  in  the  ‘Sandy  Creek 
Glades’  this  fort  was  standing  on 
the  land  of  Richard  Morris.  In  Ifear 
of  a  threatened  attack  from  the  In¬ 
dians.  the  whites  from  Washington 
Co..  Pa.,  and  from  towards  Morgan¬ 
town  flocked  here  for  safety. 

“It  was  a  stockade  fort,  on  a  run 
emptying  Into  Little  Bandy,  graced 
by  the  more  practical  than  euphon¬ 
ious  name  of  “Ilog  Run.”  After  a 
time  the  men  returned  to  their  clear¬ 


ings,  but  left  most  of  their  women 
and  children  at  the  fort  with  a  small 
guard.  They  drank  the  water  from 
the  run  in  low  marshy  ground,  and 
had  something  like  ague.  A  cabin  or 
two  enclosed  by  saplings  eight  or  ten 
feet  high  driven  into  the  earth  two 
or  three  feet,  enclosing  about  an  acre 
on  the  run  constituted  the  fort.’’ 

Ephraim  Frazee’s  farm  was  near 
Fort  Morris.  D.  E.  Cuppett,  of  Tho¬ 
mas,  W.  Va.,  in  his  paper,  “Early 
Settlements  and  Land  Titles  in  the 
Sandy  Creek  Glades,”  quotes  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  survey  record:  “Richard  Mor¬ 
ris,  April  - ,  1781 — 400  acres,  wa¬ 

ters  of  Little  Sandy,  settlement  made 
in  1770,  adjoining  the  lands  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Worral  Sr.,  Thos.  Chaney,  Eph. 
Frazee,  and  heirs  of  Daniel  Great- 
house.” 

Frazee’s  In  Maryland 

Thurman,  Jeremiah  and  Johna¬ 
than  Frazee  were  probably  the  first 
permanent  settlers  of  the  Selbysport 
neighborhood. 

Thurman  Frazee  I,  son  of  Ephraim 
I,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  March 
30,  1752.  Before  1787  he  was  settled 
on  State  land  “westward  of  Fort 
Cumberland,”  doubtless  the  military 
lots  on  Frazee  Ridge,  which  he  later 
purchased.  Frazee  Ridge  is  part  of 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  Garrett- 
Prcston  plateau,  overlooking  the  deep 
valleys  of  Buffalo  Run  and  the 
Youghiogheny;  from  it  are  grand 
views  into  three  states. 

In  1798  Thurman  Frazee  was  ass¬ 
essed  here  with  four  military  lots 
etc.,  333  acres:  one  horse  and  14 
cattle — total  valuation,  £  83,  10s.  In 
the  census  of  1800  he  was  listed  as 
head  of  ^a  family  of  six. 

Thurman  I  married  (1)  Anna  Ed¬ 
wards,  who  was  born  July  7,  1755; 
she  died  and  was  buried  in  Virginia. 

He  married  (2)  Nancy - ,  who 

was  born  October  1.  1790. 

An  incomplete  list  of  Thurman 
Frazee’s  children  follows:  (1)  Eph¬ 
raim.  b.  Dec.  6.  1784.  d.  Jan.  26.  1848 
(2)  Squire,  b.  1813.  d.  1889  m.  Sarah 

-  (1816-94).  They  resided  on 

Frazee  Ridge.  (3)  Mnthias,  b.  1R15, 

d.  1898.  m.  Mary  A. - (1823- 

1901)  Burled  In  the  Frazee  Ridge 
cemetery.  (4)  Isaac  T.  b.  1822,  d. 
1902.  (5)  John,  who  went  West. 
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Isaac  T.  Frazee,  son  of  Thurman 

l,  married  Barbara  Thomas  (1828- 
1898).  They  lived  on  Frazee  Ridge 
and  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  Howard,  S.  Kimmel,  Matthias, 
Martha  (Humberson),  Newton  and 
George  B. 

Ephraim  Frazee  III,  son  of  Thur¬ 
man  I,  married  Barbara  Stuck  (1785- 
1857).  He  is  buried  on  Frazee  Ridge. 
Children:  (1)  Mary,  b.  1802,  d.  1846. 

m.  - Timmans.  (2)  John  Eph¬ 

raim,  b.  1804.  m.  Polly  Frazee.  (3) 

Ann.  b.  1806,  d.  1866.  m.  - 

Harbaugh.  (4)  Thurman,  b.  1808,  d. 
1871.  (5)  Susanna,  b.  1810.  (6)  Jacob 
b.  1812.  (7)  Billy.  (8)  Elisha,  who 
went  West. 

Thurman  Frazee,  son  of  Ephraim 
III,  m.  (1)  Catherine  Frazee  (1807- 
1848).  The  lived  on  Frazee  Ridge. 
Children:  (1)  Mary  Catherine,  m. 

- Umbel.  (2)  Isabel,  m. - 

Umbel.  (3)  Ann,  m.  -  Umbel. 

(4)  Nancy,  m.  -  Hinebaugh 

(5)  William  W.  to.  1840,  d.  1901  m. 
Elmie  Spurgeon.  (6)  Asa  K.  m.  Rac¬ 
hel  Spurgeon  m.  (2)  Rebecca  Conne- 
way  (1822-1899)  (7)  Lucian,  to.  1851, 
d.  1916  m.  Catherine  Thomas  (b. 
1822)  (8)  Harvey,  to.  1853.  Terra 
Alta.  W.  Va.  (9)  Elvira,  b.  1857.  m. 
Isaac  Thomas,  Markleysburg.  (10) 
Lafayette,  to.  1860.  Friendsville. 

Thurman  Frazee  I,  the  pioneer, 
was  a  prosperous  and  respected  citi¬ 
zen  on  beautiful  Frazee  Ridge,  when, 
in  1813,  he  became  surety  with  Pat¬ 
rick  Hamill,  John  McDonald  and 
John  Jonas  on  the  bond  of  Thomas 
Poland,  Sheriff,  for  the  sum  of 
$26,666.66  1-3,  a  step  which  plagued 
Frazee  for  many  years. 

It  appears  from  the  Court  records 
that  Poland  abscounded.  and  in  1816 
Frazee  appeared  in  Court,  represent¬ 
ed  by  his  attorney,  Roger  Perry.  The 
case  was  postponed  until  1818,  when 
the  State  prayed  the  'bond  and  $30,- 
000  damages  from  Thurman  Frazee 
which  was  granted  by  the  Court. 

In  the  meantime  Frazee  had  trans¬ 
ferred  part  of  his  property,  viz.  In 
1817,  to  Ephraim  Frazee,  103  acres 
$1.00.  These  dee  Is  were  witnessed  by 
John  Slmk'ns  and  W.  W.  Hoye.  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  Peace,  and  approved  by 
Nancy,  Thurman’s  wife. 

Judge  Buckhannon,  in  1831,  issued 


a  writ  of  attachment  to  collect  the 
bond  and  damages  from  the  property 
of  Thurman  Frazee.  and  Moses  Raw¬ 
lings,  Sheriff,  reported  that,  at  the 
residence  of  Thurman  Frazee,  on 
June  10,  1831,  he  sold  to  Samuel 
Coddington  59  y2  acres  of  “Hogmire’s 
Neglect”  for  $130.  On  Jan.  19,  1832, 
Moses  Rawlings,  Sheriff,  deeded  to 
Samuel  Coddington  59  y2  acres  of 
“Hogmire’s  Neglect,”  with  improve¬ 
ments,  consideration  $500,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Thurman  Frazee,  “late  of 
Allegany  County,  yeoman.”  Frazee 
had  left  Maryland,  and  was  then 
living  in  Ohio. 

Another  case  which  added  to  Thur¬ 
man  Frazee’s  financial  troubles,  was, 
briefly,  as  follows:  In  1813  he  had 
given  bond  as  guardian  to  Thomas 
Liston  for  $400.  Brought  into  Court 
in  1828.  he  “cannot  deny  the  debt 
of  $400”,  so  it  was  ordered  that  he 
pay  the  $400,  plus  $800  damages.  In 
1831  a  writ  of  attachment  was  issued 
against  his  property  and  the  Sheriff 
sold  to  Michael  Wilson  ifor  $380 
military  lots  3319,  3320  and  3321. 

Thurman  Frazee  later  returned  to 
his  old  home,  where  he  died,  April 
19,  1843.  His  wife,  Nancy,  survived 
until  Dec.  24,  1878,  88  years,  2 

months,  23  days.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Frazee  Ridge  cemetery  across 
the  road  from  the  Baptist  Church. 
On  Thurman’s  grave  stone  is  added: 

“In  the  92  yr.  of  his  age  And  for 
more  than  30  years  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  devoted  to  the 
Cause  and  beloved  toy  all  who  knew 
him. 

And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven 
saying  unto  me.  write  Blessed  are 
the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.” 

Jereaniah  Frazee,  son  of  Ephraim 
I.  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1749, 
settled  at  an  early  date  on  half  of 
the  “Buffellow  Run”  tract,  and  Is 
buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  on  his 
farm  in  the  Frazee  graveyard  on 
Buffalo  Run.  His  children  were:  (1) 
Elisha,  b.  1800.  d.  1874.  (2)  Isaac,  b. 
1803.  d.  1881.  (3)  John  Jerry,  b.  1805, 
d.  1879.  (4) Johnathan,  b.  1808.  d. 
1865.  (5)  Polly,  m.  John  E.  Frazee. 

(6)  Another  daughter. 

Elisha  Frazee  m.  (1)  Nancy  Stuck 
(1799-1838)  Children:  (1)  Addison, 
b.  1831,  d.  1888.  (2)  Elizabeth  Jane 
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b.  1833,  d.  1864.  m.  Hiram  Griffith. 
(3)  Savilla,  b.  1835,  d.  1872,  m.  J. 
M.  Miller,  m.  (2)  Barbara  Stuck 
(1815-1879).  (4)  Caroline,  b.  1841.  m. 
Dennis  Wolfe.  (5)  Milford,  b.  1842. 
d.  1920  m.  Annar  Coddington.  (6) 
Julia  A.  b.  1844,  d.  1911.  m.  Hiram 
Griffith  (1837-1921).  (7)  Howard,  b. 
1846.  (8)  Kimmell,  b.  1848.  m.  Ella 
Green  (b.  1856).  (9)  Ulysses  S.,  b. 
1850,  d.  1932.  m.  Jennie  Mathews  (b. 
1855)  (10)  Amanda,  b.  1853.  (11) 

James  B.  b.  1856.  Kimmell  Frazee 
resides  on  the  old  Buffalo  Run  farm. 

Isaac  Frazee,  m.  Christiana  Wolf 
(1806-1872).  He  is  buried  in  the 
Frazee  graveyard  near  the  mouth 
of  Buffalo  Run,  where  he  lived. 
Children:  (1)  Elizabeth  A.,  b.  1833, 
d.  1911,  m.  Geo.  F.  Lowdermilk.  (2) 
Melinda,  m.  H.  B.  Demmit  (3)  Hir¬ 
am  M.,  b.  1839,  d.  1918.  m.  Rebecca 
Poland  (1840-1917)  (4)  William 

Henry.  (5)  Martha.  (6)  Sarah  J.,  m. 
Alx.  W.  Dewitt.  (7)  George  Wolf,  b. 
1848.  m.  Adelie  Van  Horn. 

John  Jerry  Frazee,  m.  Elizabeth 
Stuck.  Children:  Andrew  J.,  b.  1838, 
m.  Sarah  A.  Price  (2)  Catherine,  b. 
1840,  d.  1908.  m.  (1)  John  Markley, 
(2)  Philip  Moyer.  (3)  Perry,  b.  1842, 
d.  1865.  (4)  Elizabeth,  b.  1844,  d. 
1863.  (5)  Jane,  b.  1846.  d.  1916.  nr. 
Jackson  Fike.  (6)  Harrison,  b.  1847, 
d.  1875.  (7)  Charles  Jr.,  m.  Elizabeth 
Hileman.  (8)  Saville,  b.  1854,  d.  1928, 
m.  Walla  Schlossnagle.  (9)  Jonas,  b. 
1855,  d.  1902.  m.  Rose  Hazley.  (10) 
Charles  F.,  b.  1858,  m.  (1)  Mary 
Fike  (2)  Mary  Hazley.  (11)  Dennis 
W.  m.  Snowbella  Nevergold. 

Johnathan  Frazee  II,  m.  Elizabeth 
Bolden  (1815-1903)  Children:  (1) 
Barbara,  b.  1828,  d.  1898.  nr.  Elijah 
Thomas  (1834-1903).  (2)  Ephraim, 
nr.  Sidney  Humberson.  (3)  Jeremiah, 
b.  1838,  d.  1905.  m.  Hiley  Boyer 
(1839-1927).  (4)  Judson,  b.  1845,  d. 
1915,  m.  Amanda  E.  Stuck  (1859- 
1916)  (5)  Jefferson,  b.  1847,  d.  1911, 
nr.  Emeline  J.  Bolden  (1839-).  (6) 
Lieutellus.  b.  1851,  d.  1926.  nr.  Susan 
Spear  (1849-).  (7)  Lucretia,  nr. 

James  Spear.  (8)  William,  unmarried. 

Johnathan  Frazee  I  was  air  old 
settler  on  the  “Bulfellow  Run”  tract 
be;fore  1798,  with  half  of  which  he 
was  assessed  in  that  year.  In  the 
census  of  1800  he  was  listed  in  San¬ 


dy  Creek  Hundred  as  head  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  eight. 

This  pioneer  Johnathan  was  re¬ 
lated  to  his  Frazee  neighbors,  but 
just  how — we  do  not  know.  New  Jer¬ 
sey  records  show  that  Judge  John¬ 
athan  Frazee,  son  of  John,  who  was 
a  son  of  Joseph,  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Coddington, 
and  the  last  record  of  him  hr  that 
state  is  1774.  It  may  be  that  he  is 
the  Johnathan  who  settled  in  Mary¬ 
land. 

On  March  16,  1831,  Johnathan 

Frazee  deeded  to  the  Youghiogany 
Iron  Company  “Friends  Choice,”  116 
acres,  surveyed  for  Augustine  Friend, 
June  25,  1774:  consideration,  $2750. 
The  following  day  he  deeded  to  Jere¬ 
miah  Frazee  his  farm  on  Buffalo  Run 
lor  $550.  It  is  probable  that  Johna¬ 
than  left  Maryland  at  this  time  for 
parts  unknown  to  us. 

Johnathan  Frazee’s  wife,  Margaret 
appeared  before  Joseph  Frantz  and 
Jacob  Clemmer  to  ratify  these  deeds 
but  we  have  no  record  of  his  children. 

An  Elizabeth  Frazee  married  John 
Enlow,  ancestor  of  the  Garrett 
County  Enlows,  they  resided  in  the 
Frazee  neighborhood  and  are  said  to 
be  buried  in  unmarked  graves  in  the 
Frazee  graveyard  on  Buffalo  Run. 

Marriage  licenses  were  issued  in 
Cumberland  to  the  following:  Nancy 
Frazee  and  Hugh  McMullen,  1810. 
Elizabeth  Frazee  and  David  Codd¬ 
ington,  1812. 

Nancy  and  one  of  the  Elizabeth’s 
may  have  been  a  daughter  of  John¬ 
athan. 

We  are  also  told  of  an  “Elisha” 
Frazee  who  owned  the  valuable  land 
on  which  Trinity  Church,  New  York, 
now  stands,  which  he  leased  for 
ninety  nine  years,  then  came  to 
Selibysport.  He  is  said  to  have  had 
a  son  Johnathan,  who  was  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Richard  Frazee,  born  in 
Selby  sport  in  1801.  m.  Harriet  Green, 
father  of  Richard  T.  Frazee,  builder 
of  the  Crawford  T Tot in  Friendsville. 

Buffalo  Hun 

Tiffs  creek  drains  the  north-west¬ 
ern  corner  of  Garrett  County  into 
the  Youghiogheny.  < 

Kimmell  Frazee.  who  now  owns 
and  lives  on  part  of  the  old  “Buf¬ 
fellow  Run”  farm,  informs  us  that 
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the  stream  was  so  named  because 
one  of  the  early  settlers — a  Friend 
or  a  Frazee.  probably — shot  and  kill¬ 
ed  a  buffalo  bull  which  he  found 
standing  by  a  sycamore  tree  on  the 
hillside  on  the  south  bank  of  the  run. 

The  Indians  had  a  large  camp  and 
extensive  corn  fields  in  the  bottom 
land  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Run. 
Many  relics  of  the  red  men  have 
been  found  in  their  graves  and 
scattered  oyer  the  old  corn  fields. 
There  was  an  Indian  trail  north  to 
the  Indian  village  at  Somerfield, 
and  south  toward  Friendsville  and 
the  Glades,  while  an  important  In¬ 
dian  trail  from  Cheat  River  and 
Sandy  Creek  Glades  (later  the  route 
of  the  Morgantown  Road)  pa.ssed 
nearby  thru  the  present  Selbysport. 
“Buffellow  Run”  and  “Shelbys  Port” 

Why  was  Selbysport,  Md.,  so 
named?  Samuel  Selby  III,  from  Fre¬ 
derick  County,  was  a  judge  of  the 
first  court  of  Allegany  County,  in 
1791.  He  was  assessed  in  1798  with 
over  2000  acres  of  land  in  what  is 
now  Garrett  County.  It  is  said  that 
“Selbys  Port”  was  named  for  him  or 
for  his  brother.  But  we  have  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  they  had  any  connection 
with  the  place;  also  Selbys  Port,  our 
first  village,  was  a  place  of  local  im¬ 
portance  before  1798,  when  John 
Pritchard  and  Win.  Post  were  each 
assessed  there  with  a  house  and  lot. 

But  there  was  in  western  Mary¬ 
land  before  the  French  and  Indian 
War  an  Evan  Shelby,  who  patented 
tracts  of  land,  one  of  them,  ‘‘Moun¬ 
tain  of  Wales”,  in  1740.  During  the 
War,  Evan  Shelby  served  as  a  cap¬ 
tain,  and  in  1758  he  had  a  personal 
combat  with  one  of  the  principal 
Indian  chiefs,  whom  he  slew  and 
scalped. 

By  Act  of  the  Maryland  Legisla¬ 
ture,  “Captain  Evan  Shelby  was 
awarded  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for 
the  scalp  of  ‘Captain  Charles’,  bro¬ 
ther  to  Custoga,  a  Deleware  Indian, 
commanding  a  party  of  warriors, 
who  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near 
Loyal  Hanning  (Western  Pa.),  on 
tiie  12th  of  November,  1758,  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Shelby,  who  commanded  a 
company  of  Maryland  volunteers.” 

“Little  Meadows,”  101  acres,  was 
granted  to  Evan  Shelby,  May  20, 


1773.  This  historical  tract  on  the 
Braddock  Road  became  the  property 
oif  Jesse  Tomlinson,  who  built  on  it 
his  “Red  House”  inn,  and  later  the 
present  “Stone  House.” 

In  1781  Evan  Shelby,  then  of  Nortn 
Carolina,  signed  a  power  of  attorney 
to  John  Shelby  to  sell  “Little  Mea¬ 
dows,”  a  tract  of  land  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  Co.,  Md.  Evidently  John  failed 
to  sell  the  property,  since  six  years 
later  Evan  Shelby  deeded  “Little 
Meadows,”  101  acres,  to  John  Shelby 
Jr.,  “in  consideration  of  natural  love 
and  affection  which  he  hath  and 
beareth  to  said  John  Shelby,  Jr.,  and 
for  the  better  maintenance  and  live¬ 
lihood  of  him.” 

The  Maryland  Land  Office  has  the 
following  record: 

“Buffellow  Run”  149  acres.  Sur¬ 
veyed  for  Evan  Shelby  10th  of  June, 
1772  and  patented  to  him  29th 
September  1773.  Lying  in  Frederick 
County  at  the  mouth  of  Buffellow 
Run. 

This  was  one  of  the  first  land  sur¬ 
veys  in  what  is  now  Garrett  County. 
Possibly  Captain  Shelby  selected  it 
when  campaigning  against  the 
French  and  Indians,  because  of  its 
favorable  location  on  the  Youghiog- 
heny  and  because  it  had  recently 
been  an  Indian  camp  ground,  with 
cleared  corn  fields.  We  have  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  Shelby  ever  lived  here  or 
that  he  made  improvements,  but  he 
may  have.  We  searched  the  records 
of  Allegany,  Washington  and  Fred¬ 
erick  Counties  but  have  found  no 
record  of  his  having  transferred 
“Buffellow  Run”  to  Frazees  or  others. 

The  village  two  miles  up  the  River 
from  this  tract  was  evidently  named 
“Shelby’s  Port”  in  honor  of  Captain 
Evan  Shelby.  (And  if  it  was  not,  it 
should  have  been!) 

But  whence  the  “Port?”  Garrett 
County’s  “eastern  “port”  on  the  Po¬ 
tomac  is  called  “Westernport,”  and 
Shelby’s  Port  on  the  Youghiogheny 
was  its  "western  port.” 

When  the  pioneer  settlers  of  these 
mountains  came  soon  after  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  they  found 
only  old  Indian  trails — no  roads,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Braddock  road,  which  was 
then  probably  impassable  for  wag¬ 
ons;  they  looked  anxiously  for  water 
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transportation.  General  Washington 
early  suggested  a  canal  up  the  Po¬ 
tomac,  across  the  mountains  (or  a 
portage  road  here),  to  the  Ohio. 
One  of  the  proposed  canal  routes 
would  have  passed  down  the  valley 
of  Bear  Creek,  thence  down  the 
River  by  Shelby's  Port.  The  Indians 
had  paddled  and  poled  their  canoes 
up  the  Youghiogheny  to  their  camps 
at  Buffellow  Run  and  the  Friends’ 
settlement,  and  the  settlers  actually 
did  send  flatboats  and  rafts  of  hay 
and  other  products  down  the  River 
from  Buffellow  Run.  Naturally  the 
pioneers  when  naming  their  settle¬ 
ment  called  it  a  “Port,”  rather  a 
hope  than  a  fact. 

So  we  had  Shelby’s  Port;  but  the 
“h”  was  dropped,  the  words  com¬ 
bined  in  time,  and  Evan  Shelby  and 
his  port  forgotten! 

Sandy  Creek  and  Glades  Hundreds 

What  is  now  Garrett  County  was 
first  known  in  political  history  as 
“Sandy  Creek  and  Glades  Hundreds.” 
The  Maryland  Colonists  brought  the 
term  “Hundred”  from  England, 
where  it  denoted  the  division  of  a 
county,  having  its  own  local  court; 
still  earlier,  among  the  German 
tribes,  it  referred  to  a  district  which 
furnished  «  hundred  warriors. 

Glades  Hundred,  later  District  No. 
1  of  Allegany  county,  embraced  the 
southeast  half  of  our  county,  with 
the  voting  place  at  the  Henry  In- 
gman  farm  near  the  junction  of  its 
two  main  roads.  The  reason  it  was 
so  named  is  obvious,  since  it  includ¬ 
ed  the  famous  “glades.” 

Sandy  Creek  Hundred  was  the 
northwest  half,  later  known  as  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  2,  the  voting  place  being 
at  Selby’s  Port.  Why  so  named  is 
puzzling,  there  being  no  “Sandy 
Creek  in  Western  Maryland.  Big 
Sandy  Creek  flows  from  Pennsylvan¬ 
ia  thru  northern  Preston  County 
into  Cheat  River,  while  Little  Sandy 
heads  near  the  Md.-W.  Va.  line  and 
unites  with  its  big  brother. 

It  is  rather  surprising  to  note  that 
the  first  part  of  our  county  really 
“settled  up”  was  the  Blooming  Rose- 
«elbysport  comer,  which,  even  as 
late  as  1800,  had  388  of  the  total 
population  of  985;  before  that  year 
there  were  scattered  farms  on  the 


Potomac  and  along  the  Braddock 
Road,  but  people  generally  avoided 
the  “frosty  glades”,  preferring  the 
Blooming  Rose  plateau  and  the  deep 
valleys  of  the  lower  Youghiogheny. 

At  the  close  of  the  French  and 
Indian  War  the  Friends  came  up  the 
Potomac  to  the  Friendsville  Indian 
camp  ground;  the  Frazees  soon  fol¬ 
lowed  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Sandy  Creek  valley,  and  even  before 
the  Revolution  there  was  a  consider¬ 
able  settlement  along  the  Sandys 
in  Virginia  extending  over  into 
Maryland,  the  location  of  the  state 
boundary  being  then  unknown.  The 
people  in  1774  had  a  fort  in  the 
Sandy  Creek  Glades,  now  Glades 
Farms;  there  was  a  “meeting  house” 
for  Church  services  and  later  a 
school.  The  whole  neighborhood  was 
known  as  the  “Sandy  Creek  Settle¬ 
ment.” 

In  1787  Francis  Deakins  surveyed 
the  military  lots  and  located  what 
is  now  the  State  Line,  but  the  only 
voting  place  for  the  Maryland  set¬ 
tlers  was  at  Cumberland  until  179 — , 
when  Selbysport  was  designated  as 
a  polling  place;  naturally  the  district 
was  named  “Sandy  Creek  Hundred.” 

Ephraim  Frazee  I  at  “Meeting” 

The  following  account  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  “meeting  house  on  Sandy 
Creek,”  near  Fort  Morris,  is  given 
by  Rev.  John  Taylor  in  his  “History 
of  Ten  Baptist  Churches,”  published 
in  1827,  in  which  he  gives  his  exper¬ 
iences  with  the  ten  churches  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Kentucky,  beginning  about 
1770.  Copied  in  1903  by  Dr.  John 
Morris  Frazee  of  Maysville,  Ky.,  for 
his  niece,  Maria  Frazee  Browning  of 
Indianapolis.  Ind.  The  date  otf  the 
meeting  was  about  1775. 

“I  remember  we  went  to  one  new 
place  called  Sandy  Creek  Glades 
where  we  found  some  of  these  regu¬ 
lar  Baptists.  They  looked  a  little  shy 
at  us  because  of  the  name,  ‘Separate 
Baptists.’  For  a  new  place  there  was 
a  great  gathering  of  people.  While 
I  was  speaking  I  took  notice  of  a 
small  pert  looking  old  man  who  shed 
tears  profusely  while  I  was  dwelling 
on  the  feelings  of  the  heart  under 
the  influence  of  the  grace  of  God. 
When  preaching  ended  he  called  me 
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apart  from  the  people  to  converse, 
his  eyes  ibeing  yet  moist.  I  think  he 
informed  me  he  had  not  heard 
preaching  for  several  years.  He  had 
been  baptized  long  ago  by  a  man 
named  Benjamin  Miller  in  the  Jer- 
sies.  He  thought  proper  to  tell  me 
his  hope  in  Christ.  He  stated  his 
long  agony  of  guilt  under  which  he 
laooured  with  his  sensibility  of  his 
helpless  case  before  he  obtained  re- 
lidf  and  while  stating  the  glorious 
plan  of  salvation  being  opened  to 
him  by  the  Lord  Jesus  he  burst  for¬ 
th  in  a  fresh  flood  of  tears  with  per¬ 
haps  smiting  his  hands  together  in 
heavenly  agitation  cried  out,  ‘Oh, 
brother  Taylor,  it  was  forty  years 
ago  and  it  is  now  as  plain  to  me 
as  if  it  had  taken  place  yesterday.” 
My  own  sensibility  could  no  longer 
be  suppressed,  while  I  partook  of  the 
same  joyful  torrent  could  not  for¬ 
bear  reaching  out  the  hand  of 
Christian  fellowship,  which  he  was 
as  ready  to  do,  to  a  man  I  never 
saw  before  and  old  enough  to  be  my 
grandfather.  This  man’s  name  was 
Frasy.  He  had  numerous  offspring 
of  children  and  grandchildren,  and 
many  of  them  living  near  him.  One 
day  after  I  became  more  acquainted 
with  him  I  asked  him  how  many 
children  he  had  and  he  replied  nine¬ 
teen.  and  my  remarking  that  it  was 
a  goodly  number  but  he  considered 
it  only  moderate,  for  his  father 
raised  twenty-nine,  nineteen  by  his 
first  wife  and  ten  by  a  second  wife. 
But  what  gave  him  most  pleasure  of 
all  was  the  prospect  of  our  preach¬ 
ing  becoming  useful  among  his 
children  and  neighbors,  for  some  of 
them,  I  hope,  found  the  Lord.  To 
this  place  I  often  went  afterward 
and  was  respected  by  the  people  as 
much  as  my  character  could  possibly 
deserve.  The  place  have  just  been 
sneaking  of  was  called  Sandy  Creek 
Glades  where  a  considerable  settle¬ 
ment  was  now  living  on  the  waters 
of  the  Yoh  Fiver,  etc.,  etc.” 

Frazee  Ancestry 

Frazers  and  Frazees  are  supposed 
to  have  originated  in  France,  where 
Rene  Frezel  had  an  estate  in  the 
Province  of  Anio'i.  His  son  Simon 
Frezel.  came  to  England  at  the  time 
of  the  Nonuan  Conquest.  He  settled 
in  Scotland,  and  is  probably  the 


ancestor  of  the  Frazees  of  that 
country.  At  the  time  of  the  Jacobite 
rebellion  in  Scotland  some  of  the 
Frazjers  escaped  to  France,  where 
the  family  name  became  “Frazee,” 
and  so  remained  when  they  returned 
to  Great  Britian. 

Joseph  Ephraim  Frazee,  born  in 
Scotland  or  England,  1640-45,  is  the 
immigrant  ancestor  of  our  Frazees. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Eli¬ 
zabethtown,  N.  J„  the  earliest  re¬ 
ference  to  him  there  being  in  1665-6, 
when  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
His  will  of  1714-15,  names  his  wife, 
who  was  Mary  Osborn,  and  sons: 
’Edward,  Eliphalet,  Samuel,  John, 
Elisha,  Joseph  and  Isaac. 

John  Frazee,  Sculptor 

Among  the  Frazees  who  have  won 
fame  by  ability  and  honest  work  is 
John  Frazee,  born  in  Rahway,  N.  J., 
in  1790  and  died  in  1852,  contem¬ 
porary  with  and  related  to  the  early 
Frazees  at  Selbysport.  He  was  self 
educated,  yet  became  a  recognized 
leader  in  his  art — the  first  American 
sculptor. 

Among  his  productions  are  busts 
in  marble  of  John  Jay  and  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  in  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Washington.  He  was  also 
the  architect  of  the  Sub-Treasurv 
building  in  New  York,  considered 
today  one  of  the  gems  of  American 
architecture.  There  is  a  tablet  in 
St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  York,  made 
by  John  Frazee  when  only  eighteen 
years  of  age. 

The  Frazee  family  genealogy  is 
recorded  in  part  in  the  “Doniphan, 
Frazee,  Hamilton  Fam  ly  by 
Frances  Frazee  Hamilton.  The  Fra¬ 
zee  Family  historian  is  Prof.  Oren 
E.  Frazee  of  *05  So.  11th  St.,  La 
Crosse,  Wisconsin. 


NOTE: — It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  Garrett  County  Public  Li¬ 
brary  should  have  a  copy  of  the 
Frazee  family  history,  where  it  will 
be  available  to  the  family  here  and 
to  the  public.  A  copy  can  be  secur¬ 
ed  ,for  $10.00.  Please  send  contribu¬ 
tions  to  Oren  Frazee  at  the  above 
address. — Chas.*  E.  Hoye. 
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